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 Byron Township   
Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes   

August 11, 2022 
Byron Township Office 

______________________________________________________ 
 
The regular monthly meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Ray Dyck led us in prayer. 
 
Roll call was taken.  
 
Those present were:  
Trustees: Janet Harding, Kip Norup, Dave Engelbrecht, & Ray Dyck           
Township Supervisor: Terry Reeverts 
Township Clerk: Barbara Rundle     
Road Commissioner Mark Rundle and Township Assessor Bob Goelitz were not present.  
 
Public Attendance:  Ryan Reeverts was present  
Public Comments: None at this time  
 
There were no adjustments, corrections or deletions made to the agenda.  
 
Minutes from the July 14, 2022 meeting were discussed.   
Janet Harding made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.   
Ray Dyck 2nd the motion, roll call was taken, and approved by all. 
 
Zoning & Planning Committee Report – Will be discussed in supervisor’s report.           
     
Assessor’s Report – Bob was not present at the meeting. He texted Terry that his book is turns 
for the quadrennial year and he waiting for any protests.   
 
Road Commissioner’s Report – Mark was not present but sent in the following report:  

• The bridge painting should be done next week; Conger, Woodburn, and McGregor on the 
east end are the bridges that were painted.   

• This past Monday’s heavy rain caused some water on the roads. Water Rd was shut down 
for 3-4 hours and west end of Oak Grove by Leaf River township was closed for 3-4 hours 
also.  Everything else was good.   

• There was a lot of clean up in Twin Oaks subdivision and some in Byron Hills with some 
limbs down and lose gravel on the roads.  

• They added some gravel and graded the ruts on Lynn Road and west end of Water.   

• All the water flow looked good going through culverts that he saw with the heavy rains.           
    

Clerk’s Report –   Barb questioned the gas bill so high in the summer months.  Terry asked if 
Mark could take a look at the water heater to see if it was old.   
      
Trustees’ Report – Dave mentioned there are some tree branches getting close to the road at 
Plum Hill and westside of Conger that could be obstructing a vehicles sight at that intersection.  
Barb said she would let Mark know since he was not present.         
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Cemetery Report – See Josiah’s report.  
 
Supervisor’s Report – Terry made a motion to suspend the closed portion of the meeting to be 
able to interact with the public. Kip 2nd the motion, roll call was taken, and approved by all.  
Terry introduced Ryan Reeverts, the public, to bring us up to date with the solar farm request.  
Ryan explained the process of the request: after the Township Zoning and Planning Committee 
and Township Board of Trustees votes on the request it goes to the county level to the Regional 
Planning Commission (RPC) then a week later it goes to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 
and the following week it will go to the Assessment Planning and Zoning committee (APZ) of the 
Ogle County Board before it goes to the Ogle County Board for a full vote. Ryan serves on the 
Regional Planning Commission (RPC) and at their meeting they heard the request along with 
the letter from the Byron Township upholding the Township’s Zoning and Planning committee’s 
decision to deny the request.  They also heard the other requests for solar farms in Polo and on 
Montague Road.  Ryan made a motion to deny all 3 proposals for solar farms based on the 
goals, objectives, and plans within the comprehensive plan of the Ogle County Amendatory plan 
in regards to protecting prime farm land. He also made a motion to deny specifically the Byron 
project request due to the Township stating this does not fit within the Township’s 
Comprehensive Plan and they had denied the request. It was mentioned at the meeting the 
Byron Township does not have a comprehensive plan and it was not known there was a Byron 
Township Zoning & Planning committee. I addition, the letter from the township did not mention 
or explain why they were denying the request nor how it did not fit into the township’s 
comprehensive plan.  Ryan explained in 2018 standards were created for siting a solar farm in 
Ogle County. Within the standards it says if a solar farm is within 1.5 miles of an incorporated 
area there has to be written approval from those entities within that area. The RPC & ZBA can 
approve the request and it would move on to the APZ then the county board. At the ZBA 
meeting it was said the city of Byron had made mention they would remain neutral on the project 
request. Terry added, he reviewed the city’s meeting agendas and minutes over the past year 
and there was never a discussion on the solar farm request mentioned. Ryan said the ZBA’s 
recommendation to approve the Byron and Montague project and deny the Polo project 
because it was denied by Buffalo township, who has a planning commission, as well as the 
township and city of Polo which are the entities within 1.5 miles of the proposed project. At this 
Tuesdays Assessment planning and zoning (AZP) committee meeting it was mentioned why 
was the Byron solar farm request even heard at the ZBA or RPC when there is a letter of 
opposition from the Byron Township recommending denial of the request. The APZ committee 
reversed the recommendation of the ZBA to approve the Byron project, which is really unheard-
of at this point. Terry confirmed the township has a comprehensive plan which has been in place 
and filed with the county since 2008. There was a discussion.  Ryan asked to have people 
contact the county board members and tell them why the project is being opposed, there will be 
a vote at the county board level this coming Tuesday. Terry made a motion to unsuspend the 
closed portion of the meeting to be able to interact with the public.  Kip Norup 2nd the motion, roll 
call was taken and approved by all.   
Terry asked Dave if he has received the website packet from TOI. Dave said he has busy with 
the fairs and will get to it very soon.   
Terry said Mark had the boys take some more scrap from the cemetery up to the scrap yard.  
Austin cleaned out more from the little white building and will be cleaned out soon. There will 
probably be another load for the scrape yard.  Terry is going to get a price on a dumpster and 
may have Austin dismantle it and get rid of the building it is terrible shape and not worth 
anything.                         
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The following bills were submitted for audit and approval;  
 
Town Fund:                         
Regular bills   $    5,457.76 
Payroll    $  11,367.98 
Social Security   $       869.63 
Total of Town Fund in the amount of $ 17,695.37. 
Dave Engelbrecht made a motion to approve the bills as submitted;  
Janet Harding 2nd the motion, roll call was taken, and approved by all.  
 
Road District: 
Road and Bridge Fund    $    15,152.14 
Permanent Road Fund    $       4,576.83 
Permanent Payroll Fund $     23,497.32  
Social Security Fund       $       1,795.68 
Total for Road District Fund in the amount of $ 45,021.97 
Ray Dyck made a motion to approve the bills as submitted;  
Kip Norup 2nd the motion, roll call was taken, and approved by all. 
 
Old Business – 

a) The webpage hosting was taken care of in Supervisors report.   
b) Terry has not had any luck getting any additional estimates just has one from 

Rizzo which may have expired.  He will look into it and see if he can get another 
couple estimates.    

New Business –  
a) Terry received a quote for a maintenance plan on the generator from Buckeye 

Power Sales, it is a 3-year plan, $560.00 each year and they will replace the 
battery September 2024.  Janet Harding made a motion to approve the 
maintenance plan. Kip Norup 2nd the motion, roll call was taken and approved by 
all.   

b) Last month Josiah was doing a monument marking for Andrew and Shirley 
Jackson. Mike forgot to enter the marking in the computer so he called their 
daughter to ask which plot they were buried in.  Josiah said he either wrote it 
down wrong or the daughter misspoke but the monument was placed at the 
wrong plot.  The monument company said they would move the monument for 
half the cost because it was a mistake and a rare problem. Dave Engelbrecht 
made a motion to approve the moving of the monument at half the original cost 
($1115) which would be $557.50 after the correct placing has been verified and 
township will not pay to have it moved again.  Janet Harding 2nd the motion, roll 
call was taken and approved by all.   

c) Terry contacted Bob Viel about making new signs for the front of the township 
building and the north entrance. He passed around some ideas and there was a 
discussion. It will be revisited next month.              

 
Ray Dyck made a motion for the meeting to be adjourned.                                            
Janet Harding 2nd the motion, roll call was taken and approved by all.  

 
Byron Township August 11, 2022 monthly meeting was adjourned at 8:23pm  
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 Barbara L. Rundle, Byron Township Clerk 


